Green Goes Mainstream
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Cennral Florida; 40 degrees and miry, Mot the rype of cimate yvou'd expect during 3
trip 1 the Sunshine State. Despite the bigarre weather, over 110,000 visitors antended
the Homebulbders Show in Orando. The recond attendanoe was evidence to how krge
the homehuilding industry has become. 1t was akso the perfect venue for unveiling
the MATE's Green Building Guidhelines,

This four d.:]:r' event introcdaced iy Crreen Conceps and techmobogies, Witk titles
like “Profitable Energy Eificicnt Comstruction” and “Mot So Big and Green, Too®, green
semibnars have definitely growen in popalarity and impornance, Even the vendor's floos
hiad a large increase in the amaount of green peoducts being offcred. Supplices of mods
ture protection, altermative insulating methods, and recvcled construction materials

Tl the convention center busting at the seams.
O the final day of e comvention, the MAHB introduced iheir Groen Building
Guidelines. It was obvious from the response that green programs are being imple

mented all over the coantry,

The MAHB's Green Bulkling Guidclines is actually a checklst that allows builders
to create green homes and communitics withour confusion. It provides local HAAS
with a clear reference (o use when creating their green building program,

At the Bucks and Momtgomery HEA we ame Currently evalaating the MAHBS
Ginrchelines and CusLOaniAng it Lo fin carr climmate amd prealivical cowvironment, LiRinueicly,
this documyent will be the basis for oar own Green poogram called GroenBauilt PA

The Green Bullding Guidelines has seven different sections known as Columns.
Together the Columns touch on all aspects af homebalbding.

Ist Column: Lot Design, Preparation and Development

2rwl Columin: Resource Efficiency

ed Column: Encrgy Efficiency
dth Columu Water Efficiency

Green Goes Mainstream

5th Columm: Indoor Environmental Oueality

bith Column: Operation, Malntenance, and
Homeowner Edvucation

Tih Columm: Global Inguct

The 15t Codumn gives cnedie to buoilders that minimiee distur
bance of thedr site. Storm water manzggement and BMP's (Best
Management Practices) score highly, Using native, doougli-resist-
anil |'r|.ﬂ|:|l:ir'|;;,.-1 il |:||:|.-|.'i|1p,l:n.'v|_'.~| i SEralcEic locations, i |'|:,:|]!| witly
shndling, wre major fivctors within this section,

The 2ngd Column focuses on efficient home designs that rechece
hnbsier curtimgs Cumd waste). Hadhders using panelGation, precut
framimg, and pec-cnginecrod lumber can obtain over 50 poinis
within this section. T 2od column also ofiicrs points for mois
TLIre MGl pnlﬂiu'h such as foundition drsnage SYHCINS
and proper flashing, These nobrminers also protect e builder
from liability and callback issues. The wse of centified recvcled,
renicwathile, and local materials round out this column’s purmose.

The 3rd Column, Encrgy Efficioncy, concentrates on HYAC
andd water hoating as |1-ri||ur:|' largets, Exoeeding bocal and nation:
al coxbes can bring in plenty of points, A tight bailding envelope
backed up with proper nabural andfor mechanical ventilation
completes this section.

The dth Column attempts o help the buibder constmct a
loane thal rechces waler s, Installing LTl [ixiures andd
Encrgvitar appliances moects most of this scction’s parimciers
but ames it the onby way (o gain points in this colemn

Canlumin 5 deals with Indoor Environmental Quality. Points are
given for the use of materials that are certificd not i cmit poten-
tally poisonoes gases as they dey Vapor retancdant basriers in the
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asement, ventilation of kitchens and baths, and insulation of
ool plpes are all stratepgies that bath mdtigate modd conditions
amel provide green polts,

The Gth Column tics all the green tactics together, This sec
L El.ﬁdl:‘-.:«i thee builder throagh the 1.Ir.'1-1.'|!-||i:l|:|u.'.|1l; of an Chaner's
Mamel with relevance o the bomoeowner. The endaser, alsos
knowen as the homeowner, ulimatcly benefitss from a green
heorne. They must, however understand oo o wse and madntain
thiz multituche of systems that make wp their residence in onder
fo assure that it performs efficiently over time,  The manual
serves (o inform the homeowner of high performcnce teche
|I-u||:_|1.|;i|::-..|u,:|'|.'.-' 1o numage their green e, aincd w|'|'_¢ thecir hame
is Eir superior 1o one of standard constrection.

The MAHBE's Tih column deaks with the Global Inpact haorme-
building has on the environment. Points are given for specific
prceducts that wiiliee comipany-vwide cvironmenial nsnageamnent
systems such as [0 L4000 Gr prochuce a0 paines, caulks,
amdl aclhesaves.

The MAHBS recent release of the Green Guddelines after years
of mestarch and development shows that the  homeballding
inchestry understands the importance of balancing business with
environmental isues. Local HEAS can
suppart  that objective by developing
their o Green Programs based on ohe
BAHB's Guidclines. Amd that's just what
vour HBA is currently doing,
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